24                         APOLOGY   AND   EXCUSE

cannot make good ", he exclaims in amazement: "Bol-
shevism, is no ordinal y historic event. It is one of the v<isf
world-cathartic agencies to which \ve sometimes give (Lc
name of Fate, which appear at long intervals to consume
the human tares, and cleai the giouud for a new oider of
men and things."

We read of Russia's impending collapse, and then of hci
amazing success. Nothing in this connexion is more
illuminating than to icad in succession back Issues of 'Ihc
Times horn 1918 omvaids, and count the. cagci anlicipations
of the imminent end of Bolshevism, and then the uhntnut
semi-admission of its gathciing str< ngth.

Prolonged cxpeiience of Russian news taught the careful
reader to discount these piophets of collapse Russia, hkr
mosl European and Asiatic countries, abounds in abuses,
decades will elapse bcloie dishonesty and peculation, and
even greater cnmes, keenly fell by those who believe in
truth and mercy and justice find toletaiue as absolute
values, arc completely rooted out. RUKMH Jus inheiitcvl
an evil tradition, not to be eiadicntcd in a Ua). Habits
change less speedily than governments.

But long yeais have now passed sin'v Russin\s inheihvd
evils, or the evils imported by the presi nt regime, seriously
threatened the stability of the State ui sug fasted the
possible breakdown of the new order. Books which paint
a picture of Soviet Russia so appalling that readers exclaim
" Can it last? " must be read with Lhc utmost cmtioii.

It is a long time, for example, as time goes in a country
of so rapid a growth as Russia, since Mr. Kugcuc: 1 ivons
lived in the Soviet Union and wrote ** Aibip.uHU'nt in
Utopia*1. Without repeating Ihc criticisms of tbohc who
knew Mr. Lyons in Amnicu or Russia, it wjll suffice lo
place beside his brilliant but emotional journalism the
experience of journalists better equipped than he; and
even more important to recall and record the calculated
experience of experts in many fields of adivity, men not
only living in Russia, but engaged in active Russian work.

Four years after Lyons It-it Moscow I read these- woids
of Maurice Hindus, himself bred and born in Russia and
for long critical of the it-gimc, woids written within six